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May 31, 2026
Worship with Holy Communion
Holy Trinity Sunday
10:00 a.m.

Rev. Samantha Perret, Presiding
Welcome to all who worship with us today, especially our

visitors. We invite you to return and worship with us
again.

Hymns are found in the Evangelical Lutheran Worship Service
Book and Hymnal (red book).




+ GATHERING +
Welcome and Announcements

* Confession and Forgiveness

P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

P: Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved
you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister
of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the +
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

Music by Barbara Mase
*Gathering Hymn: Come, Join the Dance of Trinity ELW: #412
*Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.



C: And also with you.

P: Let us pray.

C: Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory,
eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic
One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all
adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you live
in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, how
and forever. Amen.

+ WORD +

Reading for us today is: Blanche Feero
First Reading: Genesis 1:1-2:4a

When God began to create the heavens and the earth, the earth was
complete chaos, and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind
from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there
be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light was good, and
God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and
the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was
morning, the first day.

And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it
separate the waters from the waters.” So God made the dome and
separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that
were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And
there was evening and there was morning, the second day.

And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into
one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry
land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas.
And God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let the earth put forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth
that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth
vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind



bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there
was evening and there was morning, the third day.

And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the
day from the night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for
days and years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give
light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights—the
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and
the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the
earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light
from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was
evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and
let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created
the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every
kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every kind.
And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and
multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the
earth.” And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind:
cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.”
And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and
the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of
every kind. And God saw that it was good.

Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our
likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over
the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild animals of
the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”

So God created humans in his image,

in the image of God he created them;

male and female he created them.

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill
the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and



over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the
earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is
upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you
shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth and to every
bird of the air and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything
that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And
it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very
good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. On
the sixth day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on

the seventh day from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the

seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work
that he had done in creation.

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were
created.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13

[Paul writes:] Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to
my appeal; agree with one another; live in peace; and the God of love and
peace will be with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints
greet you.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with all of you.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
*Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter. Glory to
you, O Lord.

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus



had directed them. When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they
doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.
And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty ELW: #413

*Apostles’ Creed
Let us confess our faith, in the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he
will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Sharing prayers with us today is: Seita Glasgow

Prayers of Intercession:

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the
needs of the world.

A brief silence.



Holy God, we are in awe of your creative work. Continue that work in your
church, making us a new creation that proclaims your presence and love.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Creator God, nature reveals your power and glory. Protect water sources,
vegetation, and wildlife as reminders of who you are. God of grace, hear
our prayer.

Redeemer God, you call us to pray for those in authority. Guide our leaders
to pursue the work of fostering peace and community. God of grace, hear
our prayer.

Sustaining God, you are mindful of your people in every circumstance. Heal
those who are sick. Provide for all who hunger. Protect those in harm’s way.
Comfort any experiencing hardship, especially for those on our prayer list
below, all whom we send cards through our Care Card Ministry, on our
prayer tree, and those we now name in our hearts or with our voices...
[Current prayer list: Francesca, Emmaline Taylor and family as they mourn,
Margaret B. and family as they mourn, Brandy G., Mary Anne Thulin, Bilal
Tajileen, Lisa B., Torsten Louis, Ellen Cady, Jennifer I. and family, Kay L.,
Ann B., Erma B., Katie T., Andrea W., Ruth Karmelowicz, Jodi E., Carolyn
E., Barbara Croft, Andrea C., Jared Carroll, Rick and Lona B., Chris C., Tina
S., Carly, Pat M., Francesca R., Melvin V. Jr., Melvin V. Sr., Mary Y,
Brittany, Barbara S, Joshua, Luna, Elaine W, Jim C, Arlene S, Judy J, Jacky
A, Eva B, Shawn Y, Candie L, Mark B, Nadia & Gary M, Glenn & Ann, Adam
K, Don M, Lori, Susan A, Randy and Priscilla B, Randolph K, Jeff S). God of
Grace, hear our prayer.

Gracious God, we pray for the children of our church and community.
Provide for their needs. Support their caregivers. Nurture their faith. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

Generous God, you are the source of goodness, and we thank you for the

blessings you bestow upon us, especially these blessings we name here
now...God of Grace, hear our prayer.

Dear God, we give you thanks for the gift of life to Nancy Salcito, Blanche



Feero, Joyce Shaffer, and Marge Ouellette, who will be celebrating their
birthdays this week. Grant them the joy of your continued presence
throughout the years to come. God of Grace, hear our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and
unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.
Amen.

*Sharing the Peace
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

+ Meal +

*Offering Prayer

A: Let us pray,

C: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our
time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in
feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

*The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

: We lift them to the Lord.

: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God. You
reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit:
equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be
adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:



C: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and
Earth are full of your glory, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and
great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy
will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after
supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim
the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, his life-giving passion and
death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his
coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we
ought but as we are able; we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and
thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all who share
in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and
grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your
holy people and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your
holy church, now and forever.

Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: Our



Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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Assisting with Communion today is:

Communion Distribution: This is the Lord’s table, and all are invited to
participate in this banquet of life.

*Post Communion Blessing

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

C: Amen.

A: Let us pray.

C: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy,
strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent
love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

+ SENDING +



P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with
grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Amen.
Sending Hymn: Lord, You Give the Great Commission ELW: #579

P: Go in peace, share the good news!
C: Thanks be to God.
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GWIM Needs: Alfredo sauce, spaghetti sauce, canned chicken, gravy in
jar or can, garlic powder, regular salt, Montreal Chicken spice and Montreal
Steak spice, Kinder’s spices, canned hash, barbecue sauce, granola bars,
prepackaged fruit snacks for children. SPECIAL NEED--Chili powder.

Altar Care Volunteers:

5/31: Charmaine Lawton & Delphine Blewitt
6/7: Tish Hunter & Seita Glasgow

6/14: Janine Kifer & Sr. Carol Weaver

6/21: Delphine Blewitt & Charmaine Lawton

Hospitality:
5/31: Charmaine Lawton

Council Members:
e Becky Armington - President
Charmaine Lawton - VP
Blanche Feero/Lisa Rapisarda - Secretary
Pat Huesch - Financial Secretary
Arnold Arnajallum
Dolly Caldwell
Bob Melnick



Cross of Christ Lutheran Church is a member of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

1555 Hamilton Ave. Waterbury, CT 06706-2401
203-527-3752 / office.crossofchristwtby@gmail.com
(Erin’s Office Hours: Tuesday/Thursday 12:30-4:30)

Pastor Samantha (Sam) Perret, Presiding
860-790-1108

www.crossofchrist-wtby.org /
facebook.com/waterburycrossofchrist

To welcome all into safe, sacred relationship, as the Spirit
works through us to embody God’s love and grace in the
world.
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